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1. THE INDIAN LOWER HOUSE (LOK SABHA) ON APRIL 23 APPROVED 
THE CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT BILL TO MAKE SIKKIM A FULL 
STATE OF THE INDIAN UNION BY A 299 TO 1 1 VOTE. THE MEASURE 
MUST NOW GO TO THE UPPER HOUSE AND THEN TO THE SEVERAL 
STATE LEGISLATURES BEFORE IT BECOMES LAW. 

2. DURING THE DEBATE THE MINISTER OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS RE- 
PORTEDLY SAID AMIDST CHERS: "IT IS A POLITICAL FACT TODAY 
THAT THE INSTITUTION OF THE CHOGYAL, BY THE ASSEMBLY RESOLU- 
TION AND PEOPLE'S MANDATE, HAS BEEN ABOLISHED." CHAVAN 
CONTINUED, "WE ARE NOT DEALING WITH SOME SORT OF NORMAL 
LEGALISTIC SITUATION. WE ARE DEALING WITH, IF I MAY 
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IN REFERRING TO THE CHOGYAL, CHAVAN CONTENDED THE GOI TRIED 
TO AFFECT A RECONCILIATION BETWEE THE CHOGYAL AND THE PEOPLE, 

BUT IT WAS NOT SUCCESSFUL SINCE THE CHOGYAL WAS AN ANACHRONISTIC 
FEUDAL HEAD. CHAVAN CHARGED THE CHOGYAL DID NOT ACCEPT HIS 
CONSITTUTIONAL POSITION, BUT ATTEMPTED TO SUBVERT THE ENTIRE 
CONSTITUTION. 

3. PRESS REPORTS ASSERT THAT MRS. GANDHI HAS SENT A RESPONSE 
TO THE CHOGYAL IN REPLY TO HIS RECENT MESSAGES. SHE REPORTEDLY 
URGED HIM TO TAKE A REALISTIC ATTITUDE AND ACCEPT THE PEOPLES 
WISHES. THE LETTER ALLEGEDLY REITERATES THE GOI'S GOOD 
WILL TOWARD THE CHOGYAL AND HIS FAMILY DESPITE HIS 
RECENT ACTIVITIES. SAXBE 
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